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Know local
swooping hotspots

Wildlife artwork by Nadia Rose (Gunditjmara) of Namaro Creative 

Visit Victoria’s Swooping
Bird Map to find swooping
hotspots in your area, and
add a location to let others
know about new swooping
sites. 

Know your local swoop hotspots so you
can avoid the area and leave birds to look
after their eggs and young.

Swooping occurs near nests and in
territories.



Did you know?

Swooping birds may:

Clap their beaks
‘Whoosh’ their wings 
Screech
Dance and posture
Fly close to you 

Swooping behaviour can be frightening.
It’s meant to be – this is how birds
protect their eggs and young from
danger. 

Swooping birds rarely make contact.

What is swooping?

Birds can swoop people, pets or other
animals. Only some birds see people as a
threat and most will not swoop.

Avoid the area, particularly around

breeding time.

Hop off your bike and walk around a

swoop site.

Walk with a group of people, as birds

tend to swoop individuals.

Keep dogs on leads and supervise

small children. Chasing and scaring

birds encourages swooping behaviour

Wear a large hat or sunglasses.

Use an umbrella to cover your head

when walking. 

Do not approach or disturb the

swooping bird or chicks. This can

increase swooping.

Do not destroy nests. Swooping may

last longer because birds may rebuild

their nest. 

Avoid feeding swooping birds. Feeding

is not good for our wildlife

What can I do?
During breeding season, many birds swoop
to protect their nests, eggs and chicks.
Many species swoop year-round to protect
their territory.

Birds that may swoop include Magpies,
Masked Lapwings, Ravens, Magpie-Larks,
Butcherbirds and Noisy Miners. 

Swooping is a natural behaviour. Most
swooping only lasts for a short time during
their breeding season.

In Victoria, native wildlife is protected
under the Wildlife Act 1975. Under the Act, it
is an offence to kill, take, control or harm
wildlife in Victoria without appropriate
authorisation.


